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silencing the enemy's guns. At 4 a. m. on the 5th the
English ships opened fire and continued all day, repeatedly
dismounting Angre's cannon. The garrison replied vigor-
ously until 4 p. m. when their ammunition gave out. Their
silence filled the besiegers with hope and Mr. Boone, who
was present on board the Addison, told de Castro to lie at
the mouth of the sandy cove to prevent any enemy ships
entering it. But de Castro proved not only incompetent,
but treacherous. During the night he landed on the island,
told the garrison Mr. Boone's plan and afterwards let five
Maratha supply ships pass through his fleet. Mr. Boone
heard of de Castro's treachery next day and he passed the
Cth November in considering whether or not he should
attempt a landing. He finally decided tu attempt it.
Early on the 7th, the boats were manned but the tide was
too high and before the English could get on shore the
Maruthas with their fresh supply of ammunition shot down
sixty of them. Nevertheless the landing party persevered
until they reached one of the outer gates of the fort.
A Mr. SteeJe, axe in hand, cut through the bar of the gate
and had lie been supported might have forced it open.
But two captains in the Company's service disgraced
themselves. One threw down his sword and refused to
leave his boat. The other marched up to one of the gates
ami fired his pistol into the lock. As he might have
anticipated, the bullet rebounded and wounded him in the
nose. The pain of tiie wound overcame his courage, and
sounding a retreat he fled back with his men to the boats.
A small party under one Downing, from whose account I
have written this chapter, still persevered. But the
garrison shot them down from the walls, until the Few
survivors were forced to follow thoir comrades and return
to thoir ships.

Mr. Boone, justly angered at the failure of the assault,
relieved de Castro of his command and a court-martial
sentenced him to be sent as a slave to Saint Helena. From
that island, however, he succeeded in escaping back to